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TYPES OF PLANS
Plans of houses usually conform to one of the basic shapes,
square, oblong, L-shaped, T-shaped, U-shaped, H-shaped, or their
variations. Of these the T-shaped andi-shaped plans and their
adaptations are asymmetrical, the others are symmetrical.
These types are the basis for plans of all houses, regardless of
whether they are one, one and a half, two, or three stories high.
The number of floors in a house depends upon the needs of the
household, and also upon the lot, the climate, and the neighboring
houses, with which it is best to conform. One-story houses are
more popular than two because they make better-looking small
houses. They are also more convenient, particularly for a family
that includes small children, invalids, or aged members.
The story-md-a-half house can be attractive and economical.
It utilizes the attic space that is usually wasted in a one-story
house. Successful insulating material has now made rooms close to
the roof usable in hot or cold weather. English and French cot-
tages have steeper roofs and consequently more attic space than
American colonial cottages. Dormer windows, which are often
added for light, should be made subordinate to the house design.
Because a two-story house covers less ground than a one-story
house containing the same floor space, it is sometimes more desir-
able on a small lot. A house of two stories is more economical
to build than a one-story house because the roof and the founda-
tion costs are about the same for two stories or one. It is also
easier to heat than a one-story house. In a damp climate the
second floor is drier than the first and therefore affords a better
location for books, storage, and closets.
Whether to have a basement depends on the budget, personal
taste, and drainage conditions. It is usually more costly to excavate,
drain, and build walls underground than above ground. Laundry
and furnace rooms can, of course, be placed on the first floor, al-
though in many localities they are usually put in the basement.
In very warm climates, naturally cool underground rooms could
be made to serve as retreats on hot days, provided that drainage is
perfect. Farm families make good use of cool basement storage
space. A recreation room in the basement helps to keep the rest
of the house quiet.

